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Book Club Questions

What are your thoughts on the title of the book, and how relevant is it to the
overall plot?

Discuss the author's choice to narrate the story through June’s perspective. Why do
you think that is?

How do you perceive June's perspectives on the Asian community?

As a reader, did you sympathize with June Hayward? Why or why not?

What is your opinion on June Hayward and her decision to steal Athena Liu's
manuscript? Do you find her justification convincing?

Examine June and Athena’s relationship timeline. Do you consider them genuine
friends?

Do you believe Athena Liu is genuinely a great writer, or do you attribute her
popularity to her ethnicity?

Discuss the circumstances surrounding Athena's death. In retrospect, do you believe
June could have taken more decisive actions to prevent it?

Do you believe June always desired to steal Athena’s fame, or did it occur due to
favorable circumstances?

Is June a talented writer? Why do you think her novels never gained traction?

How vital is the role of marketing in determining the future success of a book
for an author?

How does Yellowface talk about cancel culture, and how does the main character's
worry about being found out, especially with social media, affect the story?

Do you think social media has a negative impact on everyone, including authors?
What precautions do you think authors should take while being on a social platform?
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Do you think June will ever write her own novel without resorting to stealing from
Athena?
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What is your opinion of literary assistant Candace?

How did you find the climax of the novel?

In what ways does the novel incorporate elements of satire, and how effective is this
literary device in conveying the themes of the story?

Do you think the author R.F. Kuang has drawn from her own experience at
HarperCollins?

How does Yellowface talk about June's hard experiences, and how does it
make her act and think in the story?

Do you think the publishing industry wields significant control over an author's
future?

What does the book say about who has power in the book business, especially the
jobs of literary agents and editors?

How does Yellowface talk about using other cultures' stuff and if it's right or wrong?
Also, how does it talk about telling stories where the truth can be changed?

Why do you think June agreed to change her name to Juniper Song?

"Yellowface" provides an exclusive look at what really goes on behind a bestselling
book. What, in your opinion, are the essential ingredients for a successful novel?

How important are reviews for a new author? Discuss with examples from the
book.
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If June had taken the manuscript and Athena was still alive at the end, how do
you think the story would have unfolded?

How do you believe June would relate to the quote "Reading should be an enjoyable
experience, not a chore"?

How does "Yellowface" explore the complex themes of cultural appropriation and
racial identity?
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Do you believe Athena is a better writer than June?

What are your thoughts on June's relationship with writing? How does the novel
address the ethics of writing, including the idea of authors borrowing material?

What does the story say about wanting to get back at someone, and does June's
hard past make her do things in the story?

Does Yellowface strike you as a humorous novel, and do you think it could have had
more humor into its narrative?

How does the novel handle June's experience of sexual assault, and how does it
influence the bigger story and who June becomes as a character?

Explore the character development of June Hayward.

Do you consider June an unreliable narrator?

How does Yellowface discuss the right and wrong ways of using other cultures in
stories, and how does it show that truth can be different for different people?

In dealing with the idea of revenge, how does the story unfold, and to what degree
does June's difficult past push her to make certain decisions?
Discuss the role of the stolen manuscript as a plot device. How does it drive the
narrative, and what impact does it have on the characters?

What do you think of the writing of the book? How does it contribute to the overall
experience of the story?
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Discuss the quote "They tell authors never to look at Goodreads, but nobody
follows that advice—none of us can resist the urge to know how our work is being
received."

Have you ever written a negative review for a book? What do you think about it? 


